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1 DISCOURSE, &e. 


FRIENDS anv FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN, 


HWPLE I vent the fulnefs of my heart in the ” 
finceveft congratulations of you and myfelf, and 
common country, on the arrival of the aufpicious day, 
hich gives confirmed Sovereignty: and Independence to 
onfederate America, and pours into her bofom the bleff- 
ngs of a fafe, advantageous, honorable PEACE, the 
harms of which are vaftly heightened and endeared to us 
“by the horrid contraft of an eight years’ cruel War ;— 
permit me at the fame time'to remind you, that the pro- 
effed defign of this folemn affembly fhould give a religious 
irection to our common joy, and confecrate it into the 
ivelicft gratitude to tht SUPREME POWER, 
who at once ftiles himfelf a MAN OF WAR, and the 


on fo glorious an occafion may be thus guided into a holy 

sham ito us traniport of God-exalt- ~ 
ng adoration and thankfgiving—lIet us turn our con- 
emplations to a noblé"pattern of this kind in the grateful, 
xulting Jews, of their liberation from the Babylonifh 
aptivity, as we have it exhibited in the ; 


126 PSALM, 3 firk Verfes. 


6° WHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of 
~~ €* Zion, we were like them that dream. ‘Then was 
- our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
~ ** with finging + then faid they among the Heathen, 
* the Lord hath done great things for them. ‘The 
“** Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we — 
“fare glad.” * ’ : 
*~ 


S the deliverance here celebrated by the church of 

God, was the moft illuftrious of any in the Old- 

- -\ -Teftament annals, and a moft remarkable type of 
ur {piritual seentioniy the Meffiah ; as many of ite 


oe 


GOD OF PEACE. That the rapture of our hearts - 


a4 r 6" j } 
leading circumftances bear a ftriking fimilarity to thofe 
which have diftinguifhed and dignified the falvation of 
united America ; ahd as their fentiments and acknow- 
ledgments upon it are fuch as rémarkably {uit and become — 
every American heart and tongue on the prefent occafion ; 
—let us therefore run over the affeGing picture, which 
they themfelves give of the matter in the words now read : 
sin which they relate in the firft place the pleafing, over- 
whelming surprise that feized their minds On firft re- 
ceiving the glorious tidings—* When the ord tutned. 
again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream” 
As if they had faid,—‘* The deliverance was fo great 
and glorious in itfelf, fo aftonifhing in its circumftancess 
fo fudden in its accomplifhment, fo unexpected and im- 
probable in every human view, fo far above our higheft 
ideas. and hopes, fo oppofite to our juft defertsyand”appre-* — 
henfions—that we could fearce credit the teftimony of 
our own fenfes, and were ready to imagine the news of 
liberty no better thaw the pleafing dream of a tranfported, 
deluded fancy, or the airy, bafelefs fabrick of a midnight 
> vifion.”” So Peter, when a celeftial meflenger knocked 
off his prifon-chains, and brought him ‘forth to liberty, 
awas at firit fo furprifed at the fudden, extraordinary deli- 
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. werance, that he cow waking reality, 
> : but only a vifionary picture painted on his imagination. 


‘And doubtlefs the firfk ideas and, feelings of many an 
American heart, on the news of the equitable, liberal 
treaty of peace, ratified between Britain and thefe Sove- 
réign States, were neatly coincident with this defcription : 
—for, the improbability of the haughty Monarch and 
Court of Britain’s ever fubmitting, (at leaf at prefent, )e 4 
»  .tofuch mortifying concefliens, efpecially of theiradopting © 
| fo generous.a fyftem of policy, fo contradiétory: to the 
-parrow, deceitful, underhanded, cruel politics, which, _ 
before, they had uniformly purfued towards thiscowntry 5 — 


4 oe —the difappointment of our fanguine profpects ‘of pacifi- 

: cation, in fome former ftages of this contett 3=-the long 
Ba a “continuance of our diflreffes ;—the. vifible Bronins epee 
3 -neracy and wickednefs of America, undgr the judgments™ > 


of Heaven, fent and fo long continued for her correétion 
-and reformation ;—thefe, ‘and many other difcouraging 
. ¢ "ideas 


age 
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ned their influence to render the glorious 
peace a very furprifing, onexpe&ed, overwhelm- 
din the ears of many fober Americans—a found ‘ 
good, joyful, to gain their ready confident #35 
cir rapture feem’d a pleafing dream, the pie 
d fo great. © © ite 
n was our mouth filled with laughter, and out 
ith finging”—The furprife of fuch a deliverance 
n extafy of joy 5 fo that we couldfearce reitrain 
or Our tongues within the bounds of decency 
. * Then faid they among the Heathen, the 
oe t things for them.” Thofe Heathen 
3, who had obferved and infulted the dittrefled; 
thefe captive exiles, were now conttrained 
rintending,, triumphant power, wifdom and 
of Jehovah, in their furprifing deliverance—in 
ble Ifrael out of the hands of their mighty 
n they were without*friends, without re+ 
utany enlivening hope or fpirit—in raifing 
in this fituation, and effecting their inftant 
erance bya moft unlikely inftrument indeed, ‘a Pagan, 
‘ous Monarch, a ftranger and an comny, doth by 
ion-and rcligion,.the-King-ofthatvery empire, which 
Id them in fervitude as its legal, conquered: captives, 
nd efteemed and treated- them as the loweft dregs of 
kind: !—that fach a Prince, without any human foli- - 
tion, without, ‘yea, contrary to, any of the ufual mo- 
s of human policy, fhould proclaim the remains of © 
+, opprefled Ifrael, a free and independent nation, and 
ifh them, out of his own treafures, with every requifite 
or the re-eftablifhment and fecure enjoyment of their 
cient privileges in their own land—this was fuch a 
G&acle of divine wonders in behalf of that people, as 
orted a confeffion from the moft ftupid idolaters,. that 
ehovah, the God of Ifrael, was far fuperior to their idol+ 
ties.—Juft fo, my brethren, the fuccefsful Rruggles of - 
America, at firft a fecble, naked, friéndlefs in= — 
nft the*gigantic power of Britain, a nation then — 

e and terrible to all the world for military prow- 
ength and glory,—have difplayed an augult fpectacle — 
divine manifeftations in our favour, which commands 
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the admiring attention of the world—All Europe, whee 
ther Popifh or Protefant, Chriftian or Infidel, has bea 
fe held the advancing ftages of this conteft with growing 
| ae aftonifhment :—and while our wonderful fuccefs has given 
rs a luftre and dignity to our national charaéter in the eyes 
4 of mankind, I doubt not but all fober obfervers, and, one — 
would think, all that are not abandoned Atheifts, are 
conftrained to fay, the Lord hath done great things for ~ 
America. Even the poor Indian favages around us, could 
make this remark on fome great viétory or deliverance 
granted to our pious, praying fathers—* Your God muk 
be a very great and good Spirit, to hear and anfwer your ~ 
prayers in fo furprifing a manner !”—If then Heathens, 
idolaters and {coffers are compelled to own a Superior 
Hand in thefe great events, with what eager, grateful 
Ree tranfport fhould thofe, in whofe behalf they are-wrought, 
reply as in the next verfe—‘¢ The, Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof were glad’”—He hath done great 
, things ror vs—Our Heathen neighbours are only cool 
{pectators, but we are the feeling, happy fubjeéts of the 
furprifing mercy—* whercof we are glad” :—our neigh= » 
bours are ftruck with amazement, and fome of them filled : 
with rage and vexation ; but we are filled with grateful ' 
joy—a joy proportioned to the greatnefs...of the blefling, 
and the evidence we have that it flows from a God that is 
reconciled,and in friendfhip with his now penitent, puri- 
fied, reformed Ifrael.—-—As I mean to make the pious 
afcription. in this third verfe, the principal bafis of the 
enfuing part of my difcourfe, I fhall accordingly attempt 
to fhew, ‘ 

FIRST, When the interpofitions of Jehovah in favour 
of his people may be filed great, or what it is that ftamps 
them with this high charaer: which will, naturally 
bring into view the principal events which have introduced 
and eftablifhed the American revolution, And then, 

SECONDLY, Point out and enforce the manner, in 
which the happy fubje&s of fuch great divine manifefta- 
tions, fhould entertain-and improve them. 

Refpecting the First Heap, I would premife, that al 
the works of Jehovah are great, as being the produéts and — 
difplays of infinite perfeétion, and defigned and. adapted 
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"his aéts of kindoefs to any of our fallen fpecies, are the 
fruits of a benevolence infinitely great, prompting and 


_ though all God’s benevolent works are in this ah 
» equal, as proceeding from the fame efficient and impulfive 
- Caufe, yet the effetts hereof, as terminating upon, and 
. ‘difplaying: the divine gooducfs and other attributes to the 
> ‘view of the creature, are almoft infinitely diverfified: and 
in this.view, fome of the kind, difpenfations of [Heaven are 
 vattly, unfpeakably greater than others.” For inftance, 
> thofe fruits of divine goodnefs, which have a very great 
- Antrinfic» worth—-which catry in them a deliveraace, or 
curity. from ‘very great and terrible evils, and a compli- 
| cation of many pofitive bleflings—which promife very 
‘durable adyantages, or draw after them a ‘long feries of 
» beneficial confeqnences—which embrace great numbers of 
| perlons as joint-fharers in the important benefit—which 
siumph over mighty obftacles that lie in their way— 
_ which are conferred in an uncommon, unexpected; fudden, 
_ “improbable, or peculiarly feafonable manner ;—fuch ope- 
_ ¥ations or effets of divine goodnefs, may be. ftiled great 
_-Ga-an.emphatical and molt glorionsfenfe.” "There was a 
fignal concurrence of many of thefe heightening circum- 
~ tances attending the liberation of the Jewith captives ce- 
~ lebrated in the text. But the divine manifeltations in 
favour of thefe United. States, in which we this day re- 
" joice,; are eminently marked with a// thefe. dignifyin 
charaéters—For the benefits granted, poffefs a vait arial 
* value, being no lefs than inpepenDENT Liserry, both 
civil and religious ; the confirmed power of choofing our 


_ yal bleffings andefpiritual privileges, in the grea 
 beft country in the world ! Will any fon or daug 
be nesi 
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ca, in the view of thefe precious gifts, now ratified 
: y Heaven, yenture to {peak in a contemptuous or 
eS gtone, of the iffue of our long ftruggle with 
2 ny, as if we had reaped no other harvcit from it, 

B than 


fome = grand and excellent end :—particularly, all 


co-operating with equal knowledge and power. But ~ 
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than the lofs of a great deal of our choiceft blood, and. ame 
infupportable weight of debt and of taxes for many years 

to come }—But what, my friends, are thefe facrifices and 

inconveniences, compared with thofe terrible evils, from 

which Heaven, by this confli&, has delivered and fecured _ 
us ?——compared with unconditional fubmiflion to a foreigny 
legiflature in all cafes whatfoever, which was exprefsly de- 

manded by the Britifh Parliament, and attempted to be 

enforced by the whole military power of the nation—a 
demand, which, at one ftroke, annihilated the very foun- 

dation of liberty in this country, and placed her in the 

loweit, bafeft flate of vaflalage, without leaving to her the 

leait right or property in any inftance whatever ! And as 

complete fervitude muft have been the immediate effet of 


and field, would have been doomed to the block, or the 
gallows, the reft of'us, with our children, down perhaps 
to late pofterity, muft. have been humble, ‘cringing tenants 
and flaves, hewers of wood and drawers of water, to the. 
haughty minions of Britifh power ! Let us ferioufly con- 
template, my brethren, thefe tremendous evils, which we 
had fo much reafon to fear, together with thofe we have 
actually felt from the difappointed ambition and cruelty 
of our foes :—let our thoughts take a range through their 
polluted prifon-fhips, and other murderous places of con- 
finement, which have flain fo many of our deferving fons— 
let us vifit the many populous towns wantonly c¢onfumed, 
with the vaft amount of property pillaged or deftroyed, 
by their hands, with the many other traces of a bafe, 
vindiGtive fpirit, which has marked their condu& towards 
us :—let us caft a retrofpeétive eye on the many awful 
feenes of blood and carnage, of havock and depredation, 
__ with the long train of evils, both natural and moral, which 
compofe War’s gloomy retinue ;—and then fay, whether 

~ that event which puts avperiod to all thefe diftrefies, a 
- ‘ : rls, 
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| fils, and fears, which anchors our political fhip in the 
harbour of fecurity and peace, after having fo long en- 
countered the rage of fo tempeftuous a fea,—is not a very 
_ great and capital mercy of Heaven !—a mercy unfpeak- 

ably enhanced and {weetned by the long and gloomy {cenes 
of trouble which have preceded and introduced it !—A 
mercy too of a very complicated kind, not only as it faves 
us from fuch a complication of evils, but as it carries in 
its bowels, or naturally draws after it,-a long chain of 
important pofitive bleflings, of extenfive and permanent ad- 


peace, accompanied with freedom, in the full {cope and. 
animating encouragement it gives to ioc to arts, to 
_ feience, to every noble, advantageous employment, im- 
" provement, and gratification of life—befides thefe, the 
peaceful eftablifhment of our liberty and independence 
opens to us far more extenfive and glorious profpects—it 
prefents us with a fair opportunity, with the nobleft in- 
_ ducements and advantages, for converting this immenfe 
northern contigent into a feat of knowledge and freedom, 
_ of agriculture and commerce, of ufeful arts and manu- 

-faGtures, of Chriftian piety and virtue, and thus malsing 
jt-an-inyiting ‘and comfortable abode for many millions of 
_ the human {pecies, an afylum for the injured and opprefied 
in all parts of the globe, the delight of God and good 
men, the joy and praife of the whole earth, foaring on 
_ the wings of literature, wealth, population, religion, vir- 
tue, and every thing that is excellent and happy, to a 
Steater height of perfeétion and glory than the world has 
ever yet feen.—It likewife opens a door for an extenfive 
» commercial intercourfe between us and all nations, and 
 dire€tly leads toa rapid increafe of it among the various 
» parts of the world: which is not only an inexhauftible 
- fource of wealth and opulence, but tends to expand the 
human mind, to introduce a reciprocation of good offices 
and benefits, ‘a general knowledge of wants, and the 
- means of fupplying them, an experimental acquaintance 
with the neceflity and beauty of hofpitality, an univerfal 
> €nlargement of the habits of thinking,’ more rational 
ideas and a more liberal adminiftration of civil govern- 
' yaent, 3 better knowledge and relifk of the facred rights 
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4 vantages.—For befides the ufual {weets and benefits of . 


. yefine, and exalt the human mind and manners, and carry — 
forward mankind to greater perfection and happinefs than — 


‘who were the main prop of the Papal power 3 the abolt= - 


‘rous Monarch has placed the Proteftants on an equal foot- 
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have yet. beet attained.—Our late convulfion, with its ~ 
prefent happy termination, tends to wake up and encou- 
rage the dormant flame of liberty in all quarters of the = 
earth ; to rouze up an opprefled, enflaved world from 
that ftupor which has fo long benumbed it--to rouze it <4 
to a due inquiry into the natural rights of meny and its | 
own difgraceful and wretched. fituation in tamely fubmit- 
ting to the deprivation of them ; to open the eyes of kings — 
and fubjeéts to the true principles of liberty. and juftice, 
and to’the abfurdity and iniquity, of tyranny and perfe- 
cution in all their forms ; and thus to lead mankind to 
a manly affertion, and a happy recovery: and re-eftablifh-. 
ment of their civil and religious rights ; and: hereby open 
and prepare their minds for the more eafy reception of — 
the truth and grace of the gofpel.—Accordingly, every 
wheel of Providence feems to be now in motion to haften 
on the downfal of tyranny, of Popith fupergition and bi- 
gotry, and promote the caufe of freedom, knowledge and 
truth :—The deftrudtion of the whole order of the Jefuits, 


tion of perfécution in many European.co untries, particus 
larly in France, where the preient truly great and gene- 


ing with his other fubjeéts ; and in Germany, where liberty 
of confcience is granted to all peaceable fubjeCts, ofevery — 
denomination ; the dewnfal of the hellith Inquifition th 
Spain, and the liberal inftitutions which, begin to. také 
place in that country, fo remarkable, hitherto, for a blind, 
narrow, furions, perfecuting bigotry ; the feeret contempt, 
in which almoft all the learned and more knowing, in Po- 
pth countries, are {aid to hold the abfardities and fool- 
cries of that religion ; the rapid progrefs of knowledge, 
and a {pirit of free inquiry, of late years, over the earth 5 
—thefe and other fimilar events form agrand chain of 
Providence, in which the American Revolution i 
cipal link—a chain, which is gradually dra 

the moft glorious confequences to - 


haftening on the accomplifhment of the. 
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cies relative to the Millenial State, the golden age of the. 
aurch and world in the latter days. —How bay Pads, 
great do the works of Jehovah towards America appear;, . 
 laiting advantages feem to be wrapped up in them, not 
only to many millions in this Weftern World, but to 
- countlefs multitudes, as we truft, in various parts of the, 
globe ! a 
~ If we go on to apply the other characters of greatnefs 
enumerated above, relating to. the manner in which‘ di- 
vine favours are conferred, or deliverances wrought, we 
find them all emphatically verified in God’s gracious ma- 
 nifeftations towards America. For was it not a very uns 
common, unexpected, unlikely {pe€tacle, to fee Heaven 
not only raife up and infpirit as it were an infant from its 
cradle, to encounter a mighty, armed giant, but to’ guide, 
aid, and fucceed its untaught, feeble efforts, and infatuatey, __ 
confound, bafile its boatting, terrible antagonift,gn a man- 
“ner almoft unparalleled in the annals of the wo Was. 
it not an extraordinary phenomenon in the political world, 
for fo many diftin& and diftant ftates, fo different in many, 
_ réfpeéts in their education, laws, cuftoms, manners,. pre- 
badass ices, and .interctts;—not.only.to,unite in one common — 
fa cau simi srelome and even ftrengthen their union 
amidit all the ferpentine, unwearied artifices of a fubtle 
enemy to divide them ; infomuch that the very meafures 
they took to difunite and deftray.us, have uniformly ope- 
rated to defeat their own defigns and expeGations? Was 
_ it not a very unufual fpectacle, to fee fo young a country 
produce fuch a number of able, {pirited ftatefmen and 
commanders, whofe abilities and patriotifm, whofe equally, 
_judicious and vigorous meafures, have at once faved their 
own country, and commanded the admiration and applaufe 
of the world? ‘The late celebrated Lord Chatham, {peak 
ing of our firft general Congrefs, gives them this. very 
“honorable teftimony—“ I muft declare and avow, t 
ay teading and obfervation, for folidity of reafon- 
of fagacity, and wifdom of conclufion, no na- 
of men can ftand in preference to the general 
PPhiladelphia.” And if we turn our eyes from 
etto the camp, what an aflemblage of wonders 
a, rte rifes 


“when viewed in this light |. What. complicated, extended, ae 
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fifes to view in our illuftrious military Curzr !—A Gene- 


ral deftined by Heaven for juft fuch a period, country, and’ 


caufe as ours !—whofe judicioufly cautious, defenfive,delay- 
ing mode of conducting this war, has at once faved his own 
army and country, and weakened and worn down thofe of 
the enemy :—a General, whofe charaéter combines all the 
different qualities of coolnefs and fpirit, confummate pru- 
dence and proportionate vigour, the moft generous tene 
dernefs and compaffion joined with the moft firm, un- 
daunted hercifm, the moft patient, unfhaken conftancy 
under heavy difcouragements and fufferings, joined with a 
noble f{pirit of enterprife on all proper occafions 1 My 
friends, while we contemplate this great charafter, placed 
at the head of our unexperienced forces, at fuch a criti- 
cal, feafonable jun&ture :—when we furvey the bright 
conftellation of heroes under him, the fubordinate officers 
and foldiers, whofe hardhips, toils, dangers, battles, vidto- 
riés—whofe triumphant patience, courage, and perfeve- 
rance, have inftrumentally procured the bleflings in which 
we now rejoice :—when we travel over the feveral bright 
Rages of this contelt, from the bloody, yet victorious 
NINETEENTH OF ApRiL, 1775, to the ever-memorable 


prefervation of our young troops, and deftrution of the ~ 


veteran’ foe, at the battle-of Bunker-hill ; the brilliant, 
magnificent attacks and vi€ories of Trenton and Princeton s 
the glorious capture of two whole Britifh armies at Saratoga 
and Yorktown ; the very critical dete€tion and defeat of Ar- 
nold’s black confpiracy, by a train of nice and feemingly 
fortuitous incidents :—when to all this we add, the afto- 
nifhing magnanimity, generofity, and fidelity of the Kine 
of France, the Cyrus of our Ifrael, whofe paternal, liberal, 
“effe&ual aid, afforded to us in our low eftate, fo remark- 
ably refembles the conduc of that ancient, noble Prince, 
whom Heavewinfpired, though an alien from their reli- 
gion, to proclaim and effect the great deliverance cele- 


brated by God’s Ifrael in the text :—-when we further be- | 


hold the top-ftone of this grand fabrick laid, in the ratifica- 
tion ofa treaty of peace, which eftablithes our unconditional 
independence, enlarges our territories, and gratifies our 
higheft expe€tations and wifhes :—and laftly, when we 
refle& on the ill-deferving, provoking character of ~ 

people, 


tnd 

_ people, in a moral view, for whom Jehovah has wrought 
~ all thefe wonders ;—are we not conftrained to own with 
_ raptures of grateful admiration, that the Lord hath indeed 
done great things for us—that his perfeétions have’ tri- 
_ umphed glorioufly in our favour,—have triumphed not 
only over all the hoftile attempts of our foes, but over all 
our own increafing and crying guilt ? 

What then remains but that we fuitably entertain and 
improve thefe aftonifhing and endearing divine manifeit- 
ations in our favour? Which is the Seconp Tuinc to 
be illuftrated and enforced. 

It becomes us then, in the firft place, to aferibe the 
whole glory of them to God, in imitation of the pious 
pattern of the text. ‘This is nothing more than rendering 
to Jehovah his due :—this is a debt, which every facred 
Motive, everyingenuous principle, every tie of gratitude, 
decency, and equity, forcibly urges us to pay. For, found 
reafon, as well as revelation, teaches us, that all the abi- 
lities, prowefs, conduct and fuccefs, which have guided 
and crowned our long confli&, have been derived from 
above—from the fame Being, who raifed up Mofes to lead _ 
his Ifrael from their Zgyptian bondage, and Cyrus to 
<fmanginate them from»their Babylonian fervitude. It was 
thereto 
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rea very foolifh, as well as impious fpeech of an 
European commander in a former war, that Providence 
always favours an hundred thoufand men; meaning, that 
notwithftanding the influence of Providence, the ftrongeft 
army may be fure of fuccefs:—for there are a thoufand 
__. Contingencies, which effentially affet the health, fupplies, 
. counfels, courage, operations and fuccefs of an army, 
_ which no human fagacity can forefee, or human power 
controul, but which are wholly determined by an omni- 
{cient, omnipotent Providence. To the God of provi- 
dence then let us confecrate the gladnefs of this happy 
_ day—let us return back to him, in devout afcriptions of 
 praife, that full tide of joy, which. He is pouring into our 
hearts—let us‘fay, in the language of infpiration,—‘ I 
_ will fing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed glorioufly” 
_ -—* O fing unto the Lord a new fong ; for his right 
hand, and his holy arm hath gotten the vidory”—* The 
Lord reigneth ; let America—let the earth rejoice : let 
_ the multitude of the ifles be glad thereof.” But 
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- But while we religioufly adore the governing providence 
of Jehovah, and gratefully aferibe to him all thofe great 
events which fwell our bofoms with joy ; let us beware 
that we do not impute thefe fignal-divine appearances in 
* out favour, to any peculiar excellence in our national, 
charaéter. Alas, Sirs, the moral face of our country ef- 
feGtually confutes fuch a vain-glorious fentiment. . Crimes 
“of the blackeft hue—countlefs multitudes of abominations, 
mark the vifible charaGter of this great, this highly fa- 
woured community, and ftill provoke the difpleafnre of 
Heaven; while they ferve as a foil to heighten and fet 
‘offthe triumphant freenefs and riches of that goodnefs 
which has done fuch great things for fo unworthy a peo- 
ple: as on the other hand, the ptt: and guilt of.our 
national provocations are excecdingly, enhanced by thofe 
glorious manifeftations of divine benevolence, again 
which they are committed. The prefent octafion then 
loudly calls us to mingle the moft humble penitence and 
‘contrition with our joyful gratitude and praife: and, in- 
deed, there can be no truly grateful and holy joy in the 
goodnefs of God, without trae humility, repentance, and 
reformation, for its foundation, companion, and fruit: for 
humble, godly forrow, and thankful joy, mutually beget, 
and ftrengthen, and keep pace with each other; and no- 
people, however highly favoured in external refpe@ts, have 
. any fure ground or warrant, or indeed any prefent moral = 
capacity or meetnefs, for the exercife of true rejdtel : 
the divine goodnefs, while perfifting. in an impenitent 
courfe of rebellion againt Him. Thefe confiderations 
call upon us'to rejoice with trembling, with humility, with 
‘a fober, cautious, ferious air, in oppolition to all levity, 
~ pride, vain-glory, fenfuality, carnal confidence and fecurity. 
‘While we rejoice in the divine beneficente, let us remem- 
ber that for bis own {ake he hath done thefe great things 5 
‘ - ‘not for any righteoufnefs in us; not merely that we might . | 
; enjoy the exultation of viGiory and peace, or the pride of | 
- <\ Gndependence and empire 5. bur that his own hame maybe. 
exalted, that his own great defigns, hinted above, af glo- 
sifying Himfelfy and'extending the kingdom of his Son, 
may be carried into effe€ : an though he has been ofing 
us in the late ‘yeyolution as inftruments of gennytiig forwere 
s athe ett 07 es Sa, this 
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lorious and benevolent plan, yet if we ourfelves mean. Be is 
—if in our hearts and practice we are oppofed ~ 


made of Himfelf before our eyes—if we abufe the bleffings 


$ in fin, to nourifh a {pirit of pride, ambition, luxury, 
fipation, venality, infidelity, and other concomitant 
“vices ; 1n this cafe our very profperity will finally deftroy 
“us in the moft aggravated manner ; and God will promote 
the defigns of his glory in our exemplary ruin, as he has 
now been dding in our furprifing falvation.—Thefe ideas 
eS kis a folemnity to our joy, and caufe it to flow 
in the channél, ahd bring forth the fruits, of true holinefs. — : 
~Olet us exhibit out praifes, not in-word only, bnt indeed ~ 
din truth : let us teftify the cordial fincerity of our 
oys and thankfgivings on this occafion, by a practical, 
fteady conformity and obedience to that great and good 
- Being, whom we profefs to extol: and let me add, by ge- 
_ herous teftimonies of our eiteem and gratitude for thofe, 
whofe toils, dangers, and fufferings have eminently contti- 
buted to our prefent fceurity and happinefs—let our 


vateful love to the infinite Aeuthorflowdown and flow 
Sarienatabte propane to the honored inftruments 
of thefe ineftimable benefits. Let* thofe men who have 
ftood forth in the foremoft rank of danger, and made the 
reate{t private facrifices to the public caufe, whether in” 
the fenate or in the field, whether at home or in foreign © 
imes,—let thefe live in our hearts—let their names and 
heroic deeds live and thine in our grateful annals, till time 
all be fwallowed up in eternity. Let.us be ea er. 
| “recompence their important labours of love for us ando 
children,-for the unborn millions of our future defcendants. 
Bet wu welcome the fuffering foldier to the bofom gs 
P peaceful country, with tears of gratitude, and 
fapplaufe—let us gladly divide with him thofe 
st8 of-independence and wealth, which his gallantry 
- atid wounds have fecured to us. Let us fly to footh the 
» griefs, and wipe away the tears of ie Matiy widows and» 
| orphans, which this cruel war hasanade ; and to relieve ad 
mortifying diftrefles of poverty} into which it has plunged 
Ae many 


his intereft and glory—if we as a people continue fo we 
t againft Him, after fuch great difplays as he has 


returning peace and: public felicity to greater wanton-- 
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ieee - our hare towards fulfilling the engagements of the public, 
Oe ok a ‘to ali that have credited or in any Way affitedit,whetherour 


‘ ‘thé load of debt which lies upon us, let us blefs God, that 
|.‘ the great object of our long flruggle is obtained at fo cheap 


* < compared either with the value of the acquifition or with: 


 expenfive pleafures and parade of luxury, prodigality, vain 
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say $f our meritorious citizens. Let us gladly contribute _ 
* -own citizens or foreigners : and inftead of complaining of 


arate;—that our burden, however prefling, is light, 


the infupportable load which muit have fallen upon us, - d 
and crufhed us into ruin, had we been re-united to Great- 


Britain:—let us be willing to facrifice the paltry, yet 


~~ magnificence, and other impoverifhing, thou fafhionable 
er vices, and practife fru ality, induftry, hun ility, and mo- 
" deration, with the whole train of private and patriotic — 
"virtues: then, by the blefling of God, we may hope that 
~ our country will ere long be delivered from every embar- 
rafling difficulty, which retards her progrefs towards the. 
_ aenith of perfection, and will become an ample theatre for 
the laft and moft glorious difplays of the divine benevo- 
 Yence to the human f{pecies. Who, that loves his country 
_ or mankind, can help exulting in fo gloriousa profped, and 
ee it {peedily realized? “Phat it may be fo, 


hou, GREAT ARBITER of the nations, who ~ 
Raft done fuch great things for us, full guard, maintain, i 
and perfedt the maguificent ftruéture, which thy own hand 
Kath reared in this weftern world! Grant that here may 
ever dwell the uncorrupted faith, the pure worfhip, the 
henevolent, peaceful virtues. of "primitive Chriftianity, 
exten ing their benign influences to the utmoft bounds of 
his vaft continent, and cauling the wildernefs and watte 
: laces of America to bloffom like the rofe, and flourith 
is the garden of God! May this infant-empire, this 
ew-born nation live m thy fight ! May it grow and 
ie -flourifh under thy almighty patronage, in every thing that 
is great and good and happy; till all the ftates and empires 
of the world fhall forbed in the everlafting kingdom | 


of thy Sp! AMEN, and AMEN. 


HOOK OMAN | 
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ofed for, and fung on tlie Occafioi—and. Gow 

publithed. Inf reed, Ba et Erie 
‘SONG of Praise te GOD from Uniren Amsnrca. ee 
ROM all: below thefe aveftern fkies : Be 
Let thouts of grateful joy arife ;--- 
| new- -born empire found abroad 


its, eden RDIAN-GOD. 


of praife along, 
ie : fair current fpread around, . ; 
: banks to HampsHire’s kouewe ie « 


tin arts and arms, * 


utter all her thund’ring pow’r, < ee 
ruth our glory in an hour :--- =~ Sey 
ur G OD. with feorn her rage beheld ;--- 
His own kitdiarm became our fhield ;--- 
Confufion onjhet plots he frownid, 
And hook he Babel to the ground. 
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=HILL and TRENTON join ee 
we > To hail the gtardianthip divine. Be ae 
6. Let captur’d Burgoyne tell sbiolt 

~ The triumphs of Corumsia’s God ; 
— While baffled Arnold owns the Pow’r, 
Which fav’d us. in the dreadful hour. 
p. Let-proud Cornwallis bend the knee 

“Unto the GOD of victory, 
Who fnatch’d the laurels he had won 
; And gave them up to WasHincrTo 
~ 8. Hail, POW’R SUPREME! 
Bas fav’d our threat’ned inf 
And ied it through war’s 
To glorious EMPIRE, FR 
While we beneath our 


and tongues 
a endlefs fongs. 


